HOLT 1ST QUARTER LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Proposition or Main Idea:  In any text, the writer presents a proposition—an important idea or opinion.

2. The writer must support (back up) the proposition with reasons so it is believable.

3. Reasons may be: 

· statistics—facts or data of a numerical kind;  

· examples that illustrate and support the author’s proposition/opinion 

· anecdotes—short stories that help support the author’s opinion or prove a point

· expert opinions—the author uses another ‘expert’ to back up his opinion.

· definitions—an author may define words/concepts in order to prove his point.

4. Elements of a Plot   A plot is the chain of related events that tell us what happens in a story.

· Exposition—sets the stage; introduces characters and setting; 

· Conflict—is what makes the story interesting.  This is the problem or problems that the main characters face.

· Complications or rising action—more events that add to the suspense or interest of the story.  Complications move the plot forward.

· Climax—When the outcome of the problem is known.

· Resolution or falling action—is the part of the story where all the loose ends are tied up and the story comes to a believable ending.

5. Types of Conflict:  there are different types of conflict that we see in a story:

External Conflicts:
· Man vs. man  =  a person struggles against another person.   

· Man vs. society = a person struggles against the norm of society:  Should a white girl marry a black man?

· Man vs. nature =  a person struggles against some force of nature: In Gary Paulsen’s story, Hatchet, a boy crashes a plane in the wilderness and must survive.

Internal Conflict:

· Man vs. self = a person struggles inside of him/herself with a problem:  Should I or shouldn’t I cheat on the test?  

6. Inferences = educated guesses.  The author doesn’t say it, but we know.  We make inferences all the time when we read.  We guess what will happen or what people are thinking/feeling based on the information that is given to us in the story.  

7. Order in Writing—authors use different kinds of order in their writing, depending on which better suits their purpose.

· Chronological order—is used when events are put in the sequence in which they happened in time.  Chronological order is commonly used in narratives.  It is also important in history and science books.  It is also important when giving directions, or describing how to do something.  Words like first, finally, then, and next often signal chronological order.

· Logical order—is usually used in informational texts.  Details are classified into related groups. 

· Spatial Order—shows where things are located.  It is often used in descriptive writing to describe how things are placed.
· Order of importance—reasons are presented in an order that either grabs the attention of the reader, or saves the strongest for last.  Order of importance is often used in informational texts.  Writers of persuasive texts have to decide whether to give the strongest reason first, or to save it for the end to make their final point.  Newspaper articles always begin with the most important details because they grab the readers’ attention.
8. Purpose for writing:  Authors write for different purposes:  
· To entertain:  some writing is just for the fun of it!  There’s no lesson to learn, no vital information, it’s just to make you smile or laugh.  And we need that!
· To describe:  This type of writing is intended to re-create a person, place, thing, idea or an experience.  It often uses images that appeal to the 5 senses: sight, smell, taste, hearing, or touch.  It evokes a mood or an emotion.
· To inform:  some texts are written to inform the reader.  This could be a manual, consumer documents, election materials, or historical information.  One must always be careful of bias: the author’s opinion that is subjective rather than objective.  The author may be inserting his own feelings into the text without being aware of it.  LOOK FOR THE FACTS!
· To persuade:  this writing is designed to change your mind and convince you to think as the author does.  The author’s opinion should be clear
· To question:  sometimes an author wants to make you think by asking a question.  Sometimes we take things for granted, and an author will write a piece designed to make you question the norm.  Again, beware of bias, and come to your own conclusions.
9. Narrative writing help
· When exploring topics for a personal narrative, the author might 
· think back over his life for important events
· listen to his parents’ stories about his childhood
· look at old photos or things that will jog his memory.
· When arranging details for an essay, the author might
· Create a sequence of events chart in which the events are place in chronological order.
10. Good, Better, Best: Avoiding Double Comparisons
· When you use an adjective to make a comparison, you should use 
· -er or more—never both     cheaper, not more cheaper
· -est or most—never both    cheapest, not most cheapest
· In general, add –er or –est to one-syllable or two-syllable modifiers:
· Cheap, cheaper, cheapest; new, newer, newest
· Pretty, prettier, prettiest;  nasty, nastier, nastiest
· Add more or most to adjectives of 3 or more syllables:
· Beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful
· Incredible, more incredible, most incredible
· Amazing, more amazing, most amazing
11.  Latin Roots:  many of our English words have their base in the Latin language
· to see:  vis     visible, invisible, vision
· to complete:  complere  complete, accomplish, 
· type or kind:   sort
