Creating a Thesis Statement

· A thesis statement is an assertion, not just a statement of fact or an observation.

· Fact or observation:  People use many lawn chemicals.

· Thesis:  People are poisoning the environment with chemicals merely to keep their lawns clean.

· A thesis takes a stand rather than just announcing the subject.

· Announcement:  The thesis of this paper is the difficulty of solving our environmental problems.

· Thesis:  Solving our environmental problems is more difficult than many environmentalists believe.

· A thesis is the main idea, not the title.  It must be a complete sentence that explains in some detail what you will write about.

· Title:  Social Security and Old Age.

· Thesis:  Continuing changes in the Social Security System makes it almost impossible to plan for one’s retirement.

· A thesis statement is narrow, rather than broad.  If the thesis statement is sufficiently narrow, it can be fully supported.

· Broad:  The American steel industry has many problems.

· Narrow:  The primary problem of the American steel industry is the lack of funds to renovate outdated plants and equipment.

· A thesis statement is specific rather then vague or general.

· Vague:  Hemingway’s war stories are very good.

· Specific:  Hemingway’s stories helped create a new prose style by employing extensive dialogue, shorter sentences, and strong, Anglo-Saxon words.

You can revise your thesis statement whenever you want to while you are writing your essay.  Writers often discover what their real purpose and point is in the process of putting their thoughts in to words and then reading what they’ve written.

Thesis Statement Tips

· Generally, the thesis statement appears at the end of the first paragraph of the paper.

· A Thesis Statement =  Topic + Your Assertion/Opinion/Feeling about the topic. 

	Topic
	Assertion/Opinion/Feeling about topic

	Violent video games
	cause more violence in young adults.

	Watching too much television
	is a big cause for obesity in America

	Lack of parent involvement
	Is the main reason students don’t succeed in school.

	
	

	
	


· A good thesis statement answers the questions: So what?  Who cares?  and makes your reader care about the topic.
· Check out the thesis builder at this website for more help:
    

http://ozline.com/electraguide/thesis.html
Sample Thesis Statements:

· E-coli contamination should not happen in today’s world.

· The causes of the Civil War were economic, social, and political.

· The Simpsons represets the greatest animated show in the history of television.

· The Simplsons treats the issues of ethnicity, family dynamics, and social issues effectively.

· Often dismissed because it is animated, The Simplsons treats the issue of ethnicity more powerfully than did the critically praised All in the Family.
· Although many parents of teens struggling with body image may blame television models and other such stars, these body issues and their disorders stem back to their daughters younger days of pigtails and Barbies.

· Despite their high-tech special effects, today’s graphically violent horror movies do not convey the creative use of cinematography or the emotional impact that we saw in the classic horror films of the 1940’s and 50’s.

WRITE YOUR OWN THESIS STATEMENT

	  My topic:
	Assertion/opinion/feeling about my topic:

	Bob Dylan


	Is the most important poet of our time because he expresses so many social and political concerns in his music.

	JK Rowling
	Is an important literary figure because her books inspired millions of non-readers to start reading.



	Martin Luther King


	Is one of the most important Black men in history because, with his example of non-violence, he led the way to social change.

	
	

	
	


	Argument Against
	Topic
	Assertion

	Although she isn’t an important author in terms of her content,
	JK Rowling
	has influenced millions of non-reading children to start reading again.

	Even though he is not considered to be a very good musician
	Bob Dylan
	 Is the most important poet of our time because he expresses so many social and political concerns in his lyrics.

	
	
	

	
	
	


