From Grid to Essay: How Does It Work?
OK, you’ve filled in your grid and you are ready to start writing…almost.  Follow the directions below to help you create a complete and correctly cited essay.

	Resource
	Life: Short Biography
	Historical Background

	“Joe Boxer.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 6th Edition. 1999.

(Boxer)
	· [image: image1.emf] 
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Born 1965, Colfax, Ca

· 5 siblings, oldest
· Poor family

· Father, Joe Sr., a puzzle maker

· Mother Mary Smith, rich family, New York
	· Vietnam war causes “strife across US”
· Hippie Generation

· Civil rights battles

	Scotten, Suzanne.  The Life and Times of Joe Boxer.  Colfax: Puzzle Publishing. 1988.

(Scotten)


	· Went to Sierra College

· Married Jane Doe in 1985

· [image: image2.emf] 
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6 children

· Medical school
	· Technological advances: computers, cell-phones

· Apple Computers

	Jones, Jack.  The Hippie Generation.  Boston: Jones Publishing. 1999.
(Jones)


	· Had medical problems when he was young. 
· [image: image3.emf] 
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“diagnosed with leukemia at age of 4”
	· Space exploration
· “Apollo 9 returns safely to earth after testing lunar module”

	“Joe Boxer.”  Available online at http://www.iknoweverythng.com.
Jan 2, 2010.

(Iknow)


	· Died of heartache in 2008 because wife left him for another man
[image: image4.emf] 
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	· Martin Luther King, Jr assassinated in 1968
· JF Kennedy assassinated in 1963

· Bobby Kennedy assassinated in 1968

	“Joe Boxer.”  Available online at http://www.ask.com  Feb 2010.
(ask)


	· Met the love of his life, Jane Doe in 1980
· They were “madly in love” until Jack Black came “between them”
	· “Turbulent time in history. Many changes were taking place in many different arenas”


1.  Give an abbreviation to each of your resources.  Put it in (parenthesis) at the bottom of each resource box.  This is what you will use as the citation in your essay.  The abbreviation should make it easy for the reader to find your resource on the Works Cited Page.

2.  Look at the first column and put the facts in some kind of logical order.  This will usually be “chronological”—the way things happened in time.  Number the squares, or parts of squares in the order in which they will be written in your essay.

3.  Begin writing your paragraph.  Start with box/fact 1 and add words necessary to make complete sentences.  

Joe Boxer was born in 1965 in the small town of Colfax, California.  His father, Joe Boxer, Sr., was a wooden puzzle maker.  His mother, Mary Smith, came from a rich family in New York. Joe was the oldest of five children (Boxer).

4.  When you finish writing the facts from the first box, make sure to add your citation.  The period goes AFTER the citation.  (see above)
5.  Continue on to the next box, making sure to cite each facts, or group of facts as soon as you finish the sentence.


Joe was not a healthy child and had many medical problems when he was young.  He was “diagnosed with leukemia at the age of four” (Jones).
6.  Keep going until you get to the end of the column of facts.


In spite of his medical problems, Joe survived and met the love of his life, Jane Doe, in 1980 (ask). Joe attended Sierra College and married Jane in 1985.  He went on to attend medical school and his family grew to 6 children (Scotten).  They lived a good life for several years and were “madly in love” until a man named Jack Black came “between them” (ask).  Joe died of heartache in 2008 because his wife left him for Jack (Iknow).

7.  Now, go to the next column and do the same thing:  Put the facts in logical order (most likely chronological) and continue to write, citing each sentence or two AS YOU GO.

If you follow this process, you will have a well-cited essay and escape the terrors of plagiarism!
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