STUDY GUIDE: MIDYEAR HOLT TEST

Part 1:  Elements of Literature

1. Identify the main problem in a story.  

· Look for the biggest problem that needs to be dealt with in the story.

2. Identify the Author’s proposition:  his main point.

· The trick is to find the main thesis or point of the story.  In one sentence, what is the author really trying to express?  Look for key words.

3. Identify the theme of a story.

· Theme represents the bigger picture.  It is more of a universal feeling that most people can relate to.   Statements are general enough to apply to several situations.  

· Authors hint at the theme in their titles, character’s names, setting, opening paragraph.  Every word means something…look carefully at what the author is saying.

· Examples:  

· Love can be painful.



●  Love conquers all.

· It’s hard to resist temptation


●  Good triumphs over evil.

· Life is filled with tragedy.


●  Eyes are the window to the soul.

· Sometimes you can’t change things.
●  

4. Identify the tone of a story.

· The tone is the mood the author sets using words.  Mood can be cheerful, discouraged, humorous, sarcastic, formal, academic, scary, uplifting, or spiritual.

· How do you feel when you read the story?  This is a good clue to the tone.

5. Identify the importance of setting in the story.

· How does the description of the setting set the tone for the story?  What feeling does it convey?  Excitement? Danger? Serenity? Peace? Hope? Boredom? 

· Could the story only happen in this kind of setting?  What does the setting have to do with the plot/situation of the story? (The weather?  The climate?  The environment?)

· Think about the importance of setting in the story… Why did the author choose this setting?  

· To solve a mystery?   Create suspense?

· Reveal a conflict?  Reveal a character’s qualities?

· Show time and place only?   Make a contrast?

· Accentuate the theme of the story?  

6. Identify the climax of the story.  Remember that the climax is the moment the conflict is resolved.  We now know how the problem is resolved.

· The hunter shoots the wolf.

· The bears find Goldilocks in the bed.

· The prince kisses Sleeping Beauty.

Part 2: Language Conventions

1.  Subject and verb agreement.  A singular subject needs a singular verb.  When you are faced with these kinds of questions, identify the subject of the sentence!

· Don’t be confused by plural words that come after the verb:

      

My biggest problem are the many assignments I need to finish.



Problem is a singular subject and needs the singular verb is.

· Don’t be confused by plural words that come between a singular subject and the verb.

The topic of these four books are horses.

Topic is a singular subject that needs the singular verb is.

· Don’t be confused by subjects that come at the end of the sentence. (Turn the sentence around to find the subject.)

Standing at the back of the room was my parents.

Parents is a plural subject and needs the verb were.

· Don’t be confused by phrases inside of commas.

Terry, as well as Mike, play basketball well.

Terry is a singular subject and needs the verb plays.

· Don’t be confused either/or and neither/nor.

Either Ryan or Wesley is (singular) here.  (Both parts are singular, so use a singular verb.

Neither the boys nor the girls are (plural) here.  (Both parts are plural so use a plural verb.)

2.  Sentence combining.

· Use phrases set off by commas to combine sentences.

No: John attended the University.  He studied English.

Yes: Attending the university, John studied English.

3.  Use Commas…

· After introductory phrases:  Of course, I’d be happy to attend.
· To set off nouns of direct address:  Johnny, please do your homework.

· To set off appositives:  Lee, the club president, sat beside me.

· To set off words that interrupt the flow of the sentence:  John, who’s 13, is tall.

· To separate words in a series:  I like candy, popcorn, soda, and ice cream.

Part 3:  Writing

What is a good way for a student to find a subject for his Technical Document?

What would be most helpful for arranging the steps for using a tool?

