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Plagiarism:  Avoid it at all cost

When you write an essay, you are supposed to read about your subject and then put what you learn into your own words.  But how, exactly, do you do that???

· Don’t change just a word here or there.  Many students think if they change just one word in a sentence that they are not copying.  WRONG!  Just changing ‘laughed’ to ‘giggled’ in a sentence or paragraph and leaving everything else the same is still copying.  Putting things in your own words mean that you change it substantially.

· Don’t use words if you don’t know what they mean.  Look them up! Then, explain things with words you already know.  Imagine you read a paragraph that talks about a “wizened” apple. You have never used this word, so don’t use it in your essay.  After you look up the word, you can use a word you know, such as ‘shriveled’ or ‘wrinkled’ to describe it.
· Don’t try to retell things sentence by sentence.   Read several sentences, or the entire piece.  Then, put the material aside, and try to sum up the important parts of what you read.  Which part do you need for your paper?  Put the vital information in your own words.
· Keep it simple.  Don’t use language you don’t understand.  Instead, use simple language, but create more complex sentences to clearly explain the information.
· If you use quotations, give credit.  Sometimes there is just no way to restate a phrase or sentence.  You can copy it if you put quotation marks around it and cite the source in your paper.  For example, you might say:  According to an article by Joe Boxer, teen rave parties are “becoming increasingly dangerous” because of the “lack of adult supervision and easy access to drugs”(Boxer, 21).  You are weaving the author’s words into your own essay, and giving credit where it is due.
· Explain your quotes.  An essay should not just be a series of quotes by other people put together.  The paper must include your explanations of what the quote means and why it is important.  You must explain your thoughts and feelings about the quote.  For example, after the Joe Boxer quote above, you could add your own reflection:  It is no wonder that many parents are concerned when their teenagers want to attend such functions.  Even though teens feel that parents are restricting them too much, there seems to be good cause.
· Pick and choose what is important.  Be sure that you choose facts that are important to your essay!  Stay on topic and organized.
· When in doubt—give credit.  Even if you are reporting general information, be sure that you reword it, and give credit to the source at the end of the paragraph.  A person’s birth date and place are considered common knowledge, but you still need to let your teacher know where you got the information.  You can give credit after several sentences.

