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Secondly, Poe uses 

imagery to make the 

reader see the horror of 

his deeds.

A Well-done Complete Analysis

In his story “The Tell-

Tale Heart,” Poe uses 

several literary devices 

to create horror.

“It was a low, dull, quick 

sound, much like the sound 

of a watch enveloped in 

cotton.”

For example, he shines 

the lantern until “ a single 

thin ray fell upon the 

vulture eye…” in a room 

that was “black as pitch.”

The repeated phrases such as the 

one above makes the reader feel 

creepy.  He also keeps repeating 

that he is “nervous, very dreadfully 

nervous”which adds to the horror 

the reader feels.

Poe’s use of imagery 

enhances the suspense of the 

story and makes us sense the 

horror of what the narrator is 

about to do.

First of all, Poe uses 

repetition.

Poe’s use of repetition 

and imagery help make 

“Tell-Tale Heart” a true 

horror story for the 

reader.


